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Keys of the Kingdom: Understanding the Gift of
Tongues

1. Context and Introduction

e The meeting is on the eve of Shavuot (Pentecost), the 49th day of counting
the Omer, reflecting on the biblical and spiritual significance of this time.

e The speaker aligns with the traditional Jewish calendar and emphasizes unity
in the observance of the biblical feasts.

e Purpose: To address confusion around the gift of tongues, its biblical basis,
use, and relevance today.

2. Scriptural Foundations: Torah and Acts

Giving of the Torah at Sinai (Exodus 20)

e The giving of the "Ten Words" (Commandments) at Sinai is foundational for
understanding spiritual gifts.

e Both Israelites and Gentiles were present, showing the inclusivity of the
covenant.

e The concept of "seeing the voices"—possibly hearing God in their own
languages—suggests a supernatural event analogous to tongues.

e The Torah was intended as a light to all nations, not just Israel; believers are
grafted into Israel's covenants.

Acts 2 and Pentecost

e The outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Shavuot/Pentecost parallels Sinai, with the
Holy Spirit enabling believers to speak in other languages.
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e The miracle was a public sign for unbelievers: people from many nations heard
God's wonders in their native tongues.

e Clarifies that the event likely took place at the Temple, not a private upper
room, to fulfill Torah commandments.

e The Acts event resulted in 3,000 conversions, contrasting with 3,000 deaths
at Sinai after the golden calf incident.

3. The Gift of Tongues: Biblical Perspective

e Speaking in tongues is considered a powerful, valid, and current gift, but not
the sole evidence of the Holy Spirit's indwelling.

e There are many gifts and callings; being filled with the Spirit is not limited to
tongues.

e Tongues in Scripture serve primarily as a sign for unbelievers, demonstrating
God's power by enabling speakers to witness in languages they don’t know.

e Cautions against equating emotional or chaotic manifestations with biblical
tongues, especially when lacking interpretation or order.

4. Order, Interpretation, and Correction (1 Corinthians 14)

e Paul addresses misuse of tongues in the Corinthian assembly, providing
correction:

o Tongues have a role in private prayer, where interpretation isn’t required.

o In public assembly, tongues must be interpreted and should be understood
by others present.

o The primary purpose is edification of the assembly and witnessing to
unbelievers.

o If no one can verify or understand the tongue, it brings confusion, not
edification.

e Greater emphasis is placed on prophecy, as it directly edifies and exhorts the
community.

e The speaker challenges modern practices (e.g., chaotic group tongues, lack
of interpretation) as unbiblical and potentially misleading.

Key Points on Order:



e Only two or three should speak in tongues in an assembly, each in turn, with
interpretation.

e Prophetic words and interpretations must be subject to discernment and
judgment by leadership/elders.

e The Holy Spirit does not bring confusion; true manifestations will be orderly
and edifying.

5. Theological Clarifications

e Salvation is by grace through faith, requiring active response: repentance,
baptism, and a new life direction.

e Believers are grafted into Israel’s covenants; there is no separate "church"
apart from Israel (ecclesia = assembly).

e The "death curse" is broken through Yeshua's (Jesus's) resurrection, not by
substitutionary punishment but by conquering death.

e Observing the biblical feasts is important for understanding and participating
in God's redemptive plan.

6. Summary and Action Plan

Questions Addressed:

e What is the biblical purpose of tongues?
e How should tongues be used in private versus public settings?

e What are the dangers of misuse or misunderstanding this gift?
Decisions/Conclusions:

e Speaking in tongues is valid and scriptural, but must align with biblical
guidelines for order, interpretation, and edification.

e Private use is between the individual and God; public use requires
interpretation and verification.

e The modern church should re-examine practices around tongues to ensure
alignment with Scripture.

Action Plan:



e Encourage personal study of both Torah and apostolic writings to gain a
holistic understanding.

e Assemblies should implement order and discernment in spiritual gifts,
especially tongues.

e Promote unity between Jewish and Gentile believers, understanding the
inclusive purpose of God's covenants.

e Celebrate the biblical feasts as a means of understanding God's redemptive

work.

For further study, viewers are encouraged to watch related videos and teachings
on the channel and to engage with the community for questions and discussion.



